
The Cosmic War 
 
Ephesians 6:12  
 
For we are not fighting against flesh-and-blood enemies, but against 
evil rulers and authorities of the unseen world, against mighty powers 
in this dark world, and against evil spirits in the heavenly places.  
 
The nature of the battle we are in has to be understood in order for the 
gospel to be fully comprehended.  It’s so much more than sins being 
forgiven and a death on a cross.  It’s understanding the nature and 
origin of sin and how it affected man’s ability to image and what man 
was imaging.   
 
As we learned from John and Pam  

– autonomy is a myth  
– everybody is going to serve somebody 

 
Which should lead us to the question:  If autonomy is a myth and I’m 
going to serve somebody, then what are my choices? 
 
I’m glad you asked.  Let’s take a journey through Genesis, Deuteronomy 
and Psalms to see the selection. 
 
In Genesis 1 we find the Creator God (that’s choice 1 and, by the way, 
the best choice) 
 
In Genesis 1 we also find the divine counsel that was there worshiping 
and in awe of God as he demonstrated His wisdom and creative 
powers.  We also see the divine counsel show up in discussions about 
what to do about King Ahab or in the story of Job. 
 



Some members of the divine council also rebelled and sought to be 
worshipped rather than be worshippers.   
 
We see this in the story of Adam and Eve, but we also see it again later 
when Moses references what happened when God dispersed humans 
at the Tower of Babel.  He also scattered the divine rebels and gave 
them territories to influence and rule over.  These divine rebels were 
now influencing humans and seeking their worship.   
 
Now, prior to the dispersion of people and the divine rebels, we see in 
Genesis 6 that the divine rebels were already wrecking havoc on the 
earth. 
 
Genesis 6 
 
Then the people began to multiply on the earth, and the daughters 
were born to them.  The sons of God saw the beautiful women and 
took any they wanted as their wives.  Then the Lord said, “My Spirit will 
not put up with humans for such a long time, for they are only mortal 
flesh.  In the future, their normal lifespan will be no more than 120 
years.” 
 
In those days, and for some time after, giant Nephilites lived on the 
earth, for whenever the sons of God had intercourse with women, they 
gave birth to children who became the heroes and famous warriors of 
ancient times. 
 
The Lord observed the extent of human wickedness on the earth, and 
he saw that everything they thought or imagined was consistently and 
totally evil.  So the Lord was sorry he had ever made them and put 
them on the earth.  It broke his heart.  And the Lord said, “I will wipe 
this human race I have created from the face of the earth.  Yes, and I 
will destroy every living thing – all the people, the large animals, the 



small animals that scurry along the ground, and even the birds of the 
sky.  I am sorry I ever made them.”  But Noah found favor with the 
Lord. 
 
We see two things here: 
 

1. Some of the divine rebels chose to look favorably on the 
women folk and procreated with them. They took them by 
force without consent. Their desire to rule over mankind led 
them to create their own offspring that would become warrior 
kings. 

2. Noah finds favor with the Lord.  Noah honored God and 
worshipped Him alone.   God reinstated his covenant and the 
dominion mandate with Noah. 

 
Shortly after the flood, a few generations removed, we arrive in 
Genesis 11 where the people are gathered together in Babylon. 
 
Genesis 11 
 
At one time all the people of the world spoke the same language and 
used the same words.  As the people migrated to the east, they found a 
plain in the land of Babylonia and settled there.  They began saying to 
each other, “Let’s make bricks and harden them with fire.”  (In this 
region bricks were used instead of stone, and tar was used for mortar.). 
Then they said, “Come, let’s build a great city for ourselves with a tower 
that reaches into the sky.  This will make us famous and keep us from 
being scattered all over the world.”   
 
(anti-dominion mandate > multiply and fill the earth)  
(reaching to heavens to be a part of divine counsel) 
 



But the Lord came down to look at the city and the tower the people 
were building.  “Look!” he said.  “The people are united, and they all 
speak the same language.  After this, nothing they set out to do will be 
impossible for them!  Come, let’s go down and confuse the people with 
different languages.  Then they won’t be able to understand each 
other.”  In that way the Lord scattered them all over the world, and 
they stopped building the city.  That is why the city was called Babel, 
because that is where the Lord confused the people with different 
languages.  In this way he scattered them all over the world.   
 
It wasn’t just the people that were scattered but also the divine rebels.  
This dispersion of people and the divine rebels is written about by 
Moses in Deuteronomy 32:8. 
 
Deuteronomy 32:8 
 
When the Most High assigned lands to the nations, when he divided up 
the human race, he established the boundaries of the peoples 
according to the number in his heavenly court. 
 
 
So, the Lord scatters the people all over the world and then we see him 
choose a people to call his own so that He can work with humans to 
fulfill his purpose for the earth.  He chooses the line of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob because Abraham responds to him in faith and chooses to 
serve only him.   
 
The story then weaves its way into Egypt through Joseph and ultimately 
out of Egypt through Moses (both stories of God’s miraculous provision 
and care for His people). 
 



Upon leaving Egypt it is clear that God is exposing the gods of Egypt as 
frauds and laying the groundwork for the gods of the people in the 
promised land (Canaan) to know that their time is short. 
 
Unfortunately, the people of Israel once again starting following other 
gods (golden calf) and then Moses sins against God not allowing him to 
enter the promise land and delaying the journey by 40 years. 
Prior to the entry into the promise land that is now led by Joshua we 
see Moses share these words with the people of Israel.  Words that 
they fail to keep but that Jesus knows and lives by when going through 
his temptation. 
 
Deuteronomy 30:19-20 
 
“Today I have given you the choice between life and death, between 
blessings and curses.  Now I call on heaven and earth to witness the 
choice you make. Oh, that you would choose life, so that you and your 
descendants might live!  You can make this choice by loving the Lord 
your God, obeying him, and committing yourself firmly to him.  This is 
the key to your life.  And if you love and obey the Lord, you will live long 
in the land the Lord swore to give your ancestors Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob.” 
 
Story of the OT from Joshua to Malachi – conquest and victory when 
honoring God and exiled into captivity when following other gods.  The 
prophets continually calling them back to God and pointing the way 
toward a Messiah. 
 
We see throughout the book of Joshua where the Israelites are moving 
from city to city (territory to territory) defeating the enemy and God is 
asking them to wipe out entire people groups.  (Sounds mean and 
people want to disassociate themselves with the OT because they serve 



a god of love and compassion/not the OT god).  Here’s the rest of the 
story. 
 
Each of these groups is associated with the Nephilim in some way.  
Warrior-Kings that had arisen from the time when the elohim had bred 
with women.  God was intent on wiping out the human/god half-breeds 
and all of their descendants that were still inhabiting the earth.  It helps 
make sense of the OT and God’s prescription to His people not to 
procreate with these lists of certain types of people and that the 
penalty for doing so was stoning to death.  God was not going to allow 
their lineage to extend and was using His people to make sure that they 
didn’t.  He was stamping out a rebellion.   
 
We see in Joshua that the job was nearly complete but there were a 
few still missing.  We then see David come on the scene and meet up 
with Goliath (a Philistine) who, along with his brothers, was in the last 
of the remaining Nephilim bloodlines.   
 
Finally, all the “flesh and blood” half-breeds were defeated and a time 
of peace was established during the reign of King Solomon.  But we see 
that the Israelites once again would begin to worship lesser gods and 
turn from the Elohim of elohim (The God above all gods – the Creator 
God).  When they turned they would be conquered and ruled over by 
other nations.   
 
Though, it appears, that human bloodlines were now again, human, the 
war in the heavenlies raged on.   
 
The gods (divine rebels) still desired to animate/empower select 
humans (usually kings or queens) and receive their worship.  Because 
humans were designed to be image bearers – they naturally (by design) 
would be empowered by the god they gave allegiance to.  (Money, Sex, 
Power/War) 



 
Civilizations / cultures some pre-Solomon and some post. (we can see 
the pattern of god/man mixtures, worship of money, power, sex and 
war and man giving his worship and allegiance to these lesser gods) 
 
Greek & Roman Gods – think zeus and jupiter, hera and juno, Poseidon 
and Neptune, hades and pluto, etc.,  
Mesopotamian – seven gods associated with celestial beings and 
human/god warriors such as Gilgamesh 
Persia – about 66 gods 
Babylon – Marduk and friends 
Egyptian – Ra (who lived as a god man until his time was up and he 
became senile and retreated to the afterlife) and his cohorts 
 
You can see in all of these civilizations and those since that the gods 
revolve around sex, power, war and wealth.  The divine rebels used 
these to manipulate mankind and receive glory for themselves.   
 
 
God, on the other hand, desired to animate/empower all humans to 
fulfill the purpose for which they were created.  Jesus was the 
prototype of what God desired.  Ultimately, God would then send his 
Holy Spirit in order to empower us to fulfill our true purpose as image 
bearers, sons and daughters and trustees in order to fulfill the 
dominion mandate and expand God’s glory across the earth.    
 
 
Psalm 82 (PLEASE READ THIS) shows us that the lesser elohim had 
governed corruptly and had not maintained loyalty to the Most High.  
Instead, they embraced the worship that should have gone only to 
Yahweh.  Psalm 82 also shows that these gods would be stripped of 
their immortality and die like men.  Their end is imminent and fixed but 
they will fight to the end.   



 
The Bible Project says it this way… 
 
“Once we rediscover how the biblical authors saw the world, we can 
begin to understand the storyline of the rebellious spiritual beings that 
are at work behind the human rebellion.   This also enriches our 
understanding of the role of humans as the “image of God” and of 
God’s plan to exalt humanity to rule over a unified heaven and earth. It 
is this exalted role that humanity forfeits in its rebellion and that is 
recovered in the story of Jesus, the first human who is elevated to rule 
over heaven and earth the way God intended.” 
 
So, let’s talk about Jesus. 
 
Jesus shows up on the scene.  Born of a virgin (not taken by force, but 
acting by faith) (by the seed of Holy Spirit – the second Adam).  You 
think maybe these other gods were on high alert?  Herod attempted to 
have all boys under two killed – his own idea? 
 
Jesus then grows in wisdom and stature and we see him (prior to any 
public ministry) going to be baptized by John the Baptist.  Jesus comes 
of age and goes to publicly proclaim his allegiance to Yahweh, the One 
true God. 
 
And, then Jesus immediately is led by the Spirit into the wilderness into 
the territory of other gods and is tested and tempted. 
 
He responded by essentially saying “Obey God, Don’t Test God and 
Worship only God.”  Remember the words of Moses to Joshua about 
how to worship the Lord.  Jesus basically repeats them to the enemy. 
 
His allegiance was being tested.  Whose image would Jesus reflect?  
Who would He serve? 



 
Jesus passes the test and at this point the game changes – Jesus takes 
the offensive.  The Kingdom comes.   
 
He begins casting out devils.  Begins healing those who were sick and 
oppressed by the enemy.  He begins disempowering the evil forces that 
had taken up residence in humans.   
 
He ultimately disarms all the powers of evil with the ultimate act of love 
and sacrifice on the cross. 
 
After lunch Jonathan will elaborate on the good news of King Jesus and 
exactly what He accomplished in His life, His death, His resurrection and 
His ascendance to the throne where He is seated and interceding on 
our behalf. 


