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Overview of Church History 
 

A. The New Testament Church (30 – 70 A.D.) 
 

• The “birth” of the Church 
• Persecution by the Jews 
• Conversion of Saul of Tarsus 
• Gospel taken to the Gentiles 
• Completion of the Canon of Scripture 
• Destruction of the Temple 

 
B. The Persecuted Church (70- 313 A.D.)  

 
1. Era of the Fathers 

 
• Various attitudes toward this period: 

a. To ignore it. 
b. High regard for the Church fathers.     

o Reformers had high esteem for the fathers. 
o John Wesley drew much from the eastern fathers. 

c. Informative, but not authoritative.        
d. The fathers are studied critically, seeking evidence of the loss of the ideal. 

 
2. Characteristics of the Church during this period: 

 
• Persecution from without/ Heresies from within. 

a. Gnostic Dualism 
b. Marcionism 

 
• Growth – “The blood of the martyrs is the seed for the church.” 

 
3. Decline during this period: 

 
• Loss of an understanding of grace – T. F. Torrance states, “There was 

scarcely a theology of grace at all in the early church.” 
• Loss of ministry gifts replaced by ecclesiastical offices. 
• Gradual loss of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

 
4. The Two Theologies (East & West) 

 
• Tertullian / Cyprian (Latin theologians) 
• Clement of Alexandria / Origen (Greek theologians) 



• Latin theology tended to be more realistic and practical, dealing with the 
Church and salvation. It was more pointedly hostile to Gnosticism and 
philosophy. 

• Greek theology tended to be more philosophical and idealistic, dealing with 
Christology and the Incarnation. It sought to reinterpret Gnosticism in light 
of Orthodoxy. 

 
C. The Imperial Church (313 A.D. – 590 A.D.) 

 
1. Constantine and the Edict of Milan (313 A.D.) 

a. Christianity moved from being persecuted, to being acceptable, to being the 
favored religion in the empire (called the “Constantinian Change”) 

b. Theodosius in 380 A.D. made Christianity the religion of the empire, all 
others were outlawed.  

 
2. Church Councils 

a. Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) – Settled the Arian dispute. 
b. Council of Constantinople (381 A.D.) – Reaffirmed the Council of Nicea. 
c. Council of Ephesus (431 A.D.) – Declared Pelagianism a heresy. 
d. Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.) – Settled dispute over Christ’s humanity 

and divinity. 
 

3. Decline during this period: 
 

• “Magical approach” to the Sacraments (Lord’s Supper and water baptism) 
• Veneration of Mary 
• Veneration of the Saints 
• Uniting of Church and State 

 
D. The Medieval Church (590-1300 A.D.) 

 
1. Important Events: 

 
• Birth of Islam (622) 
• Icon controversy in the Eastern Church (726) 
• Second Council of Nicea (787) – Settles icon Issue. 
• Christianization of “Russia” (988) 
• East-West Split (1054) 
• First Crusade launched by Council of Clermont (1095) 
• Thomas Aquinas completes Summa Theologiae (1272) 

 
2. Decline during this period: 

 
• Conversion was often by coercion 
• Scripture and Classical Greek Literature (Epistemological Dualism) 
• Indulgences and the Merit of the Saints 
• Papal Authority and Ecclesiastical Corruption 



• Scripture not in the vernacular of the people 
• Works Salvation 

 
E. Pre-Reformation Period (1300-1517 A.D.) 

 
1. Important Events 

 
• Great Papal Schism begins (1378) 
• Wycliffe supervises English Bible translation (1380) 
• John Hus burned at stake (1415) 
• Gutenberg produces first printed Bible (1456) 
• Spanish Inquisition begins (1479) 

 
2. Forerunners of the Reformation: 

 
a. Forerunners 

 
• Peter Waldo 

a. 12th century Waldensians 
    

• John Wycliffe, 14th century England 
a. Evangelistic in his preaching 
b. Translated the Scripture into English 

    
• John Huss, the Bohemian Brethren 

    
• Girolamo Savonarola, priest in 15th century Florence 

a. Preached against papal corruption, executed for his activities 
    

• Devotio Moderna 
a. Reform movement in 14th and 15th century Holland, Germany 
b. Thomas A Kempis 

 
3. Turbulent Times: 

 
• Bubonic Plague 
• Threat of invasion from the Ottoman Empire 
• Renaissance 
• Rise of nationalism 
• New lands being discovered 
• Invention of printing press, 1452 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Church History: The Restoration of Truth 
By Don Walker 

 
 

I. Introduction: Principles of Historical Study 
 

A. The Reformation-Restoration Begins (1517-1600) 
   

1. Key Figures 
 
• Martin Luther (1483-1546) - 95 Theses, October 31, 1517 

a. Subject: Invitation to hold a debate on the sale of indulgences and on 
the church’s emphasis on materialism rather than the true wealth of 
the Gospel. 

b. Nothing about justification by faith, or a split from Rome. 
c. By 1519, he was preaching a theology of justification by faith and the 

need for personal experience of God’s word that would bring faith in 
the justifying grace of God. 

d. He was excommunicated in 1520. 
e. Outlawed by Charles V at the Diet of Worms, 1521. 
f. He approved the Augsburg Confession (written by Melanchthon)  

    
• Ulrich Zwingli 

a. Priest in Zurich, teacher of New Testament 
b. In 1518, with cooperation of the city council, he began to reform 

Zurich. 
c. Issues of morality, not theology, at least in the beginning. 
d. He was influenced by Luther’s teachings and his own study of the 

Scripture. 
e. In 1522 he secretly married.  Shortly after this, he broke with the 

Roman Church. 
f. In 1529 he broke with Luther in a debate over the Eucharist. 
g. He was killed in a war between Catholic and Protestant cantons in 

1531. 
 

• John Calvin 
a. The theologian of the Reformation 
b. Had more influence than any other Protestant theologian. 
c. Catholic priest 
d. Influenced by Luther’s teaching while a student in Paris 
e. Converted in 1533 
f. Left the Catholic Church shortly thereafter. 
g. Wrote first edition of the Institutes of the Christian Religion in 1536. 
h. 1541 – he moved to Geneva; attempted to establish a visible city of 

God, a theocracy. 
 

2. Key Doctrines Restored: 
a. Sola Scriptura 
b. Justification by Faith 



c. The Priesthood of the Believer 
 

3. Weaknesses of the Reformation: 
a. The inability to “escape tradition.” 
b. The linking of Church and State. 

 
 

II. Post-Reformation Developments 
 

A. The Anabaptists – The Radical Reformers 
 
1. Key Elements: 

a. Rejected Church and State ties. 
b. Held to believer’s baptism 
c. Practiced Church discipline. 
d. Believed entrance into the Church was by faith in Christ. 
e. Some were pacifists. 
f. Most practiced a “community of goods.” 

 
2. Persecuted by the Reformers 

• From 1525-1535 in Switzerland and southern Germany alone, over 5,000 
were drowned or burned at the stake by Catholics, Lutherans, and 
Reformed believers. 

 
B. The Church of England 

 
1. In 1534, Henry VIII separated from Rome. 

a. Political issue 
 

2. Elizabeth I came to power in 1558 
a. She established the Anglican Church 

 
3. Not primarily a reformation movement 

a. But it was able to happen because there was already a strong evangelical 
emphasis (e.g., Wyclife.) 

b. Teachings of the Reformers were readily received. 
 

C. The Puritan Movement (1600-1700) 
 

1. Two Groups 
a. Those who wanted to purify the Anglican Church (Puritans) 
b. Separatists (Pilgrims) 

 
2. Key Elements 

a. Understanding of covenant. 
b. Recognized the importance of Biblical worldview. 
c. Sought to create a culture based upon the law of God. 

 
D. The Methodist Movement (John Wesley & George Whitfield) 

 



1. Key Elements 
a. Understanding of holiness and the fruit of the Spirit. 
b. Discipleship 
c. “Cell” groups 
d. Evangelism- Going to the Streets 

 
E. Movements of the 1700-1800’s 

 
1. Social Justice 

a. Prison reform (Quakers) 
b. Slavery (William Wilberforce) 
c. Poverty (William Booth & The Salvation Army) 

             
2. Prayer  

 
3. Missionary 

a. William Carey 
b. Hudson Taylor (China Inland Mission) 
c. A.B. Simpson (Christian Missionary Alliance) 

 
4. Healing 

a. Andrew Murray (Reformed) 
b. A.J. Gordon (Baptist) 
c. A.B. Simpson (Presbyterian) 
d. John Alexander Dowie 

 
F. Restored Truth Concerning the Holy Spirit (1900’s) 

 
1. The Pentecostal Movement 

a. Charles Parham  
b. William Seymour – Azusa Street Revival 
c. Baptism in the Holy Spirit – evidenced by speaking in tongues. 
d. The Trinity Issue – “Jesus Only” 
e. Racial Divisons / Racial Healing 

 
2. The Healing Movement (1945-1960) 

a. William Branham 
b. Oral Roberts 
c. A.A. Allen 

 
3. The Latter Rain Movement (1948-1960) 

a. Impartation through the laying on of hands. 
b. Singing in the Spirit. 
c. The need for apostles and prophets. 

 
4. The Charismatic Movement (1960-1980) 

a. Characterized by emphasis on the Holy Spirit by non-Pentecostals. 
b. Cross-denominational (Roman Catholic and Protestant) 
c. Branched off into many “sub-movements” emphasizing various aspects of 

truth (Discipleship, Faith, Deliverance, Healing, etc.). 



d. Divided over the issue of spiritual authority. 
 

5. The Third Wave 
a. Emphasis on signs and wonders as means to world evangelization. 
b. Evangelical rather than “pentecostal” in approach. 

 
G. Additional Truth Emerging in the 20th Century 

 
1. The Kingdom of God 
2. Covenant     
3. Community 
4. Spiritual Authority 

 
III. Conclusions – Some Lessons from Church History 

 
A. The “Pendulum” Principle 

 
• Truth is often restored in “excess.” 
• The extremity of error is replaced by the extremity of “truth” – in order to 

ultimately bring balance. 
• Example: The early Pentecostal movement 

 
B. The “last” move of God usually persecutes the “next.” 

 
• Example: The Reformers and the Anabaptists 

 
C. Truth that is “restored” can be “lost” again by future generations.  

 
• Example: The Puritans and the law of God. 

 
D. Every generation is given truth, which they must fight for. 

 
• “If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion 

of the truth of God except precisely that little point which the world and 
the devil are at the moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ, 
however boldly I may be professing Christ. Where the battle rages, there 
the loyalty of the soldier is proven and to be steady on all the battlefield 
besides, is merely flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point.” 

– Martin Luther 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Christological Controversies 
By Don Walker 

 
Docetism (60 -70 A.D.) – Denied that Jesus was truly a man, but only appeared to be a 
man. This view was considered a form of Gnosticism. This heretical view came about quite 
early in Church history and appears to be addressed by the Apostle John (I John 4:2-3). 
 
Ebionites (100 A.D.) – Denied the divinity of Christ. Held the position that Jesus was the 
Messiah, but not God.  
 
Marcionism (140-150 A.D.) – Taught that the God of the Old Testament (Yahweh) was not 
the Father of Jesus, but a malevolent deity that ruled over the Israelites. This is called a 
“Ditheistic” view and has at times reemerged in Church history under other names. 
 
Dynamic Monarchianism (250 A.D) – This view is associated with the “Antiochian 
School” and held that Jesus was born a man but became God. This is called 
“Adoptionism.” Paul of Samosata, was the Bishop of Antioch that taught this view. 
 
Modalistic Monarchianism, also known as Sabellianism (250 A.D.) – This view can be 
summarized in this manner: Jesus was the Father, who became the Son, and is now the 
Holy Spirit. It is a denial of the Trinity. The opposite view is called “Tritheism.” 
 
Arianism (300 A.D) – This view emerged out of the “Antiochian School” and was taught 
by Arius. This view can be expressed by the words: “There was a time when He (Jesus) 
was not.” This was a denial of the eternality of Christ. Opposed by Bishop Alexander of 
Alexandria and Athanasius, culminating in the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.) 
 
Appollinarianism (350 A.D) – This view held that Jesus had a human body, but a divine 
mind. This was a denial of the true humanity of Christ.  
 
Nestorianism (400 A.D.) – This view was an attempt to address the person and nature of 
Christ. It held that Jesus was “two persons with two natures.” The humanity of Jesus was 
completely controlled by the divine. In the Nestorian view, the human and divine persons 
of Christ are separate. Addressed at the Council of Chalcedon (451 A.D.). 
 
Eutychianism, also known as Monophysitism (400 A.D.) – In this view, the human 
nature is swallowed up by the divine to create a “third nature.” Addressed at the Council 
of Chalcedon (451 A.D.). 
 
Monothelitism (630 A.D.) – This view can be summarized as: Jesus had two natures, but 
only one will. Addressed in the Council of Constantinople (681 A.D.). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



An Overview of Eschatology 
By Don Walker 

 
 

I. INTRODUCTION:   
 

Our purpose in this study is to both examine the various eschatological views, as 
well as address the issues that are raised by one’s eschatological position. 

 
A. DEFINITIONS: 
       

1. Eschatology is derived from the compounding of two Greek words: eshatos 
(which means  “last”) and logia (which means “word” or “discourse”).  
Etymologically, then, eschatology is “the study of last things”.  The term is 
taken from various Biblical passages that speak of the “last days” (II Tim. 3:1; 
Heb. 1:2),  “the last days” (II Peter 1:20; Jude 18),  “the last hour”  (John 2:18), and 
others. Eschatology involves the study of the Biblical data regarding the 
providential flow of history as it develops toward its foreordained 
consummation.,  Its focus is on the developmental unfolding of the Kingdom 
of God in history, the Second Coming of Christ, the Resurrection of the Dead, 
the Final  Judgment, and the Eternal State. 

 
2. Teleology is derived from the compounding of two Greek words: teleos (which 

means “end”), and logia (which means “word” or “discourse”). Teleology means 
therefore, “the study of the end” which relates directly to God’s revealed 
purpose and goal of history. 

 
Teleology addresses the issue of  “what is God’s ultimate goal?”  It directly is related 
to eschatology for all teleological issues lead to eschatological positions. 

 
B. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF ESCHATOLOGY AND TELEOLOGY 

 
1. A proper teleology and eschatology enable us to interpret the past, have 

insight into the present, and vision for the future. 
 

• They lead to a philosophy of history. 
a. pagan cyclical view 
b. Christian linear view 
c. secular evolutionary view 

 
• They affect our daily living. 

a. preparing future generations 
b. our involvement in society 
c. long range planning 

 
2. Our message is greatly determined by our teleology and eschatology. 

 
• What is the purpose of the Second Coming? 
• What is the role of the Church in this present age? 



• Was Satan defeated at the Cross? 
• Is the Kingdom of God present or future? 

 
 
 

II. ESCHATOLOGICAL POSTIONS 
 

A. Millennial Views (see charts) 
 
1. Historic Premillennialism - The return of Christ will be preceded by certain 

signs, then followed by a period of peace and righteousness in which Christ 
will reign on earth in person as King. Return of Christ and Rapture one 
event. Proponents of this teaching are G.E. Ladd, J. Barton Payne, and 
Millard Erickson. 

 
2. Dispensational Premillennialism - The return of Christ consists of two - 

stages, (The Rapture and the Return) separated by a 7 - year period of 
Tribulation, followed by 1,000 years of Christ reigning on earth. Israel and 
the Church are two distinct groups through out history. Proponents of this 
teaching are Tim LaHaye, Hal Lindsay, John Walvoord, and Charles Ryrie. 

 
3. Amillennialism - There will be a parallel growth of good and evil in the 

world between the 1st Coming and 2nd Coming. The Kingdom of God is 
now present in the world through His Word, Spirit, and the Church. 
Proponents to this teaching are Dr. James Kennedy and Martyn Lloyd Jones. 

 
4. Postmillennialism - The Kingdom of God is now being extended through 

the earth by the Church. The vast majority of the earth will be converted to 
Christ before the 2nd Coming.  Proponents of this teaching are Marcellus 
Kik, R.J. Rushdoony, Gary North, B.B. Warfield, St. Augustine, J. Edwards, 
etc. 

 
B. The Question of Orthodoxy 

 
1. Historically, according to the creeds (Apostles and Nicene), the millennium has 

never been used as a determiner of orthodoxy. 
2. Orthodoxy is determined by adherence to certain absolute doctrines (e.g., the 

deity of Christ, the inspiration of the Scriptures, salvation by grace through faith, 
etc.). 

3. All the millennial views,  with the exception of dispensational 
premillennialism, can be found among the early Church Fathers.  

 
C. Classifying Interpretation of Prophetic Texts 

      
1. Futuristic (premillennial and some amillennial) 

• Most of the prophetic texts are to be fulfilled in the future. 
• Prophetic texts will come to fulfillment at the close of the church age just 

prior to the rapture and earthly millennium (premillennialism) or the 
second coming (amillennialism).    



• Many of the prophecies are to occur in designated order. 
     

2. Historical (amillennial and postmillennial) 
• The events described in the prophetic texts were in the future at the time 

of writing, but refer to events destined to take place throughout the 
history of the Church. 

• Instead of looking solely to the future for their fulfillment, we should also 
search for meaning. 

• The events are not to be thought of in a time sequence within the pages of 
history. 

     
3. Symbolic or Idealist 

• Some of the events are being fulfilled now. 
• They refer to truths that are timeless in nature, not to singular historical 

events. 
 

4. Preterist (amillennial, historic premillennial, and postmillennial) 
• The events described were taking place during and near the time of 

writing. 
• Since the events were near to the writer, they are now in the past . 

 
 

III. BASIS OF ANALYSIS OF THE VARIOUS ESCHATOLOGICAL VIEWS 
 

A. Biblical 
 

1. Scripture must interpret Scripture  (II Peter 1:20). 
 
Symbols, words, terms, etc. must be examined for their meaning throughout 
the Scriptures.  Words must be examined in the original language.  

 
2. Grammatical - Historical Hermeneutic 

     
When interpreting any book of the Bible it is important to ascertain the 
audience to which it was originally directed.  This is known as the 
grammatical - historical method of interpretation. The concern of the 
interpreter is to understand the grammar of a passage in light of its historic 
context.  Consequently, the recognition of an audience and its original 
situation is quite important. This is especially true when a specific message is 
given to them about their own situation.  Such is the case in Revelation.  
Clearly John is writing to particular historical churches about their current 
grave circumstances.  The original audience factor cannot be overlooked. 

 
3. The “clear” must be the guide to interpreting the “obscure”. 

 
 

B. Historical  
 



1. What are the historical roots of this view? Is it a relatively new innovation? 
2. Does it conform to the creeds? 

 
C. Fruit 

 
1. “A good tree cannot produce bad fruit nor can a bad tree produce good 

fruit” (Matt. 7:18). 
 


